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'This was anguish for my family': Relatives await deퟎ�nite
word on whether Kerry Keating's body has been found
Sister of long missing Metairie man fears the worst because of a distinctive tattoo found on the body
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Authorities were still working Monday to establish whether a body discovered under Interstate 55 in LaPlace over the weekend belonged to
Kerry Keating, a Metairie man whose abandoned truck was found nearby soon after he went missing in late November.
Keating's sister, Jessica, said she fears the worst because her brother had a distinctive tattoo that sounds identical to one on the body recovered
Saturday.
She said the right shoulder tattoo shows a fleur-de-lis and the digits "504," the area code for New Orleans.
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Nonetheless, Jessica Keating said her family is awaiting the results of a DNA test.

RELATED

WWL-TV: Body found near LaPlace, under I-55 believed to be missing Metairie man

St. John the Baptist Parish Sheriff Mike Tregre said Monday there was no new information to release about Saturday's discovery or the ongoing
investigation into Keating's disappearance. He said he may be able to release an update Wednesday.
Tregre said a severed human arm discovered in swampy waters in Reserve last month was unrelated to the body found Saturday.
Meanwhile, the Orleans Parish Coroner's Office — which is handling the forensic work related to Saturday's discovery — said it had no
information about the cause or manner of death.
According to information first reported by WWL-TV, Keating, 21, was last seen Nov. 28. His apartment door was left open, and even though
nothing was stolen, it appeared that someone had rummaged through the apartment, family members have said.
Jessica Keating said her nephew received a call from Kerry Keating that day. The nephew described Kerry Keating as having "terror in his voice
that he was being chased and someone wanted to kill him."

Keating's pickup truck was then found on a desolate stretch of southbound I-55 between Ruddock and LaPlace. The truck's rear axle was broken,
and authorities began a search for Keating.
Armed with cadaver dogs, drones, and sonar technology, the organizations Southeast Louisiana Underwater Search and Recovery, the Help
Search & Rescue Dog Team and Tarpon ROV LLC on Saturday spotted a corpse trapped below an underwater tree branch near where Keating's
truck had been found.
Among the volunteers looking for Keating was Mark Michaud. Michaud is the diver who in 2013 used a sonar device to find the body and car of
teacher Terrilynn Monette in Bayou St. John after she had been missing for more than three months.
"They're angels and heroes in my book," Jessica Keating said of Saturday's volunteers. "They saved my family (time) waiting for answers. This was
anguish for my family. They brought us closer to closure, and we are eternally grateful and indebted to them."
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